
It's time for everyday Australians to take a key role in welcoming and 
supporting the integration of refugee newcomers through a ground-breaking 
new approach

Community Refugee Sponsorship Australia (CRSA), an independent national charity, is at the
forefront of delivering innovative community-led refugee sponsorship programs, inspired by
Canada's successful community sponsorship experience. CRSA needs groups of everyday 
Australians around the country to step up to the challenge and show the capacity and 
spirit of 'welcome' that exists in our local communities. Through this approach we can 
expand and improve Australia's offering to refugees who are seeking the opportunity to start 
a new life in safety and contribute to the success of our communities.

This endeavour relies on volunteers but is very different to traditional 'volunteering'. 
CRSA seeks to mobilise and train groups of five or more adults who live in the same area 
and then match them with refugee households settling here. Having done that, it's up to 
these local groups of people to provide holistic support to the household in an independent, 
organic and self-directed way, guided by their common sense, personal know-how and belief 
in the value of welcoming refugees into our communities. 

Right now, CRSA is seeking to mobilise groups of five or more adults who live in the 
same geographic area anywhere in Australia and then pair them up with refugee 
households who are either already living here or are soon to arrive having been selected for 
resettlement by UNHCR and the Australian government. These groups can be comprised of 
family members, friends, neighbours, members of local clubs or faith organisations or groups 
of co-workers who get involved through their employers - any combination can work and will 
provide refugee newcomers with access to support from a group of people with diverse skills, 
knowledge and networks.  CRSA can also help individuals find others to team up with if they 
can't find enough people to form a group themselves.

These groups are then deployed through two different trailblazing programs:

● The Community Refugee Integration and Settlement Pilot (CRISP) which
matches groups with refugees living overseas who have been referred to Australia
for resettlement by the UNHCR. Groups will provide 12 months settlement and
integration support to a refugee household from day one of the family's arrival in
Australia. CRSA has been appointed and funded by the federal government to
administer this new program, inspired by the Canadian sponsorship experience
which has run successfully for more than 40 years.

● The Group Mentorship Program, which matches groups with refugees already in
Australia who would benefit from the additional support that the group can provide
for 6-12 months, also modelled on key elements of the Canadian approach.
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To find out more information about this exciting program join us at our Community Information Event:
• Monday night 15th August
• Social Foundry Cafe 86 Mollison st, Kyneton
• 7pm to 9pm (event starts at 7:30)
• Guest speaker from CRSA, Blaise Itabelo

Blaise was born in the Democratic Republic of Congo.  But due to the war in 1996 Blaise and his family were 
forced to flee and spent the following fifteen years in a refugee camp.  Blaise migrated to Australia in 2011 
and is a very proud Australian Citizen.  Blaise has over ten years of experience in community engagement 
and development with an interest in community capacity building and mobilization.  He has held roles with 
local and international NGOs including Access Community services ltd, SSI and WorldShare. 

Blaise works passionately on assisting newly arrived migrants, refugees and asylum seekers with their 
settlement journey in Australia.  He has a fascinating story and message he loves to share.

Please follow the link or QR code to Register your attendance for the Community Event  

https://www.trybooking.com/CBHKC


